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Summer Reading Assignment – Grade 8

Why do I have to do this?

Just because you are on a break from school for the summer does not mean your brain has to go on vacation! Reading a novel is a great way to keep your brain in shape while away from school so you don’t lose the mental muscle you built up last year.

What exactly do I have to do?

You must complete the following in order to be prepared for September:

1.
 Familiarize yourself with the literary and compositional terms in this packet. 
You’ll need to understand the terms to understand the questions.

2.
Choose a book to read from the list above.

3.
Read the book you have chosen.

4.
Complete FIVE activities of your choice from the included Response Activity list. 
If you don’t understand any terms in the directions, check the glossary of terms in 
this packet.  Be sure to see the Grading Rubric to earn the highest score 
possible.

5.
Bring your completed assignment with you on THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.

6.
Be prepared to take a test on the novel during the first week of school.

What do I get a grade for?

You will earn a test grade for the first marking period (worth 100 points) for your Summer Reading Assignment as follows:

1.
Up to 10 points for each response activity, for a total of up to 50 points.

2.
Up to 50 points on a test about the book you will take within the first week of 
school.
Response Activities

You must answer a total of FIVE (including #1 for EVERYONE) of the items presented below.

No item must be completed while reading so read the entire book at your own pace and then respond to the assignments. It is very important that you answer each item completely and that you write neatly and effectively. Typically, your responses should be a minimum of two paragraphs in length (5-7 sentence paragraphs).

**Everyone must answer question #1.**

1.
After reading the entire novel, choose a quote that you think best describes the 
main character. The quote can be

· said or thought by the main character or

· said or thought by another character about the main character.

Explain why, using specific evidence from the novel, this quote is so appropriate.

Include the quote and the page number in your answer, but please note that the quote does not count toward your answer’s length requirement of two paragraphs minimum.

2.
Which character from the novel would you choose to be friends with? Why? For 
example: What traits do you share? How are you different? Why do you think this 
character would be a good friend? Be specific in your answer.

3.
Is there any other book you have read that is similar in theme, action or character 
to the book you chose for Summer Reading? What characteristics does your 
summer book share with the other book? Identify and explain at least three 
similarities. Don’t forget to include the title of the other book!

4.
What is the theme of this novel? To answer this question completely, you must 
address the following in your answer:

· State the theme of the novel.

· Explain what the theme means.

· What happened in the novel to show this theme?

· Use specific examples from the book to support your answer.

5.
If you could change the book you read in any way, what would you change? Consider the following:

· character descriptions

· the characters (personalities, actions, remove or add a character)

· plot events

· theme of the novel

· setting

· the narrator

Be specific about changes you would make and explain why you would prefer the book that way. “I would make this book shorter,” is not an acceptable answer and will not receive credit.

6.
Explain the importance of the setting of your novel. Ideas to consider include:

· How would the story have been different if it took place somewhere else?

· Could the story realistically occur in a different setting?

· What specifically about the time and place of your story made it a good setting?

7.
Is there someone in your life that is like one of the characters in the book? How 
are they alike? Use specific examples from the book to support your answer.

8.
Choose a character from the novel you think is important to the story, aside from 
the main character. Why is this character important? Use specific examples from 
the book to support your answer.

9.
Which character from the story is most like or unlike you? Use specific examples 
from the book to support your answer.

10.
What do you think was the best part of the story? Why?

11.
What is your favorite word, line or paragraph in the story? Why? Include this 
passage and page number in your answer.

12.
Choose a character from the book and describe that character ten years after 
your book ends. What, specifically, do you think would happen with this 
character? Why? Use examples from the book to prove your response is 
reasonable.

13.
Explain why this story could or could not take place in Bordentown today. Use 
specific examples to support your answer.

14.
Choose a song that reminds you of the book or the main character. Include lyrics 
from the song in your answer and explain the connections between the song and 
the book.

15.
What do you think you would have done if you had a problem like the main 
character?  Why do you think the character acted as s/he did?

16.
Draw a picture of something important from the novel. You may illustrate a 
scene, a character or an idea. Explain your artwork in a brief paragraph. Do not 
choose this option if you cannot draw better than stick figures!

17.
What are your thoughts and feelings about the end of the story? Would you have 
ended the novel the way the author did? Why or why not? Be specific.

Literary and Compositional Terms

Elaboration: explanation of your reasons and details. Elaboration answers the questions

• Why?

• So what?

Compositional Risk: going beyond the basic requirements, doing something extra to make your answer stand out, such as

• using relevant quotations (from the book or other sources).

• asking thoughtful, important, insightful questions.

• phrasing your answers in interesting, mature, sophisticated ways.

Character: person or thing who carries out the action in a novel, play, etc.


Protagonist/Main character: the most important character in a piece of literature.


Antagonist: the character who is in conflict with the protagonist (main character).

Characterization: how the writer shows the traits or personality. There are 5 ways this is done:

1. The character's actions

2. What the character says

3. What other's say about the character

4. Motivations (why the character acts a certain way

5. Direct description; the author tells you directly what they character looks like

Setting: time, place and location of the action of a story

Theme: what the reader is supposed to learn about life from a literary work. This concept may be more clearly explained this way:

1. the central idea of a story (NOT the main idea)

2. sometimes a theme is stated as a moral or lesson at the end

3. the idea is one that can be applied outside of the story to your life.

Plot: refers to the story set-up and process. The following terms are all part of the plot:

1. Conflict is the central problem in a piece of literature. Conflicts may be internal, or in the mind (ex: a difficult decision) or they may be external (a fight with another person, battling illness). All fiction has conflict.

2. Rising Action refers to the increase in tension in a story. In other words, the problem becomes more serious or intense. Suspense will increase.

3. The climax refers to the point in the story when the problem is at the point where there must be a solution--good or bad.

4. Falling action refers to when the problem has moved beyond the climax and the tension is reduced.

5. The resolution refers to the point at which the problem has been worked out. The resolution to a problem in literature DOES NOT have to be a happy one.

Style and Formatting

All final copies of written work should be turned in meeting the following conditions:

1.
Work must be typed OR hand written in blue or black ink.

2.
Work must be turned in on white (lined if written) paper.

3.
No cross-outs

4.
 If typed the font should be Times New Roman 12, or an equivalent. (No bold, 
ALL 
CAPITALS, Italics or cute fonts will be accepted.)

5.
 Do not write/type on the back of a page.

6.
 Answers should be in sentence/paragraph form, not bulleted or lettered, even if 
the 
question is formatted that way.

7.
 Provide the number of the activity with you answer.

8.
 Work should have proper school heading:
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